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Conservation Objectives and definitions of Favourable Condition:  notes for users

Conservation Objectives 

SSSIs are notified because of specific biological or geological features.  Conservation Objectives define the desired state for each site in terms of the features for which they have been designated.  When these features are being managed in a way which maintains their nature conservation value, then they are said to be in ‘favourable condition’.  It is a Government target that 95% of the total area of SSSIs should be in favourable condition by 2010.

Definitions of Favourable Condition

The Conservation Objectives are accompanied by one or more habitat extent and quality definitions for the special interest features at this site. These are subject to periodic reassessment and may be updated to reflect new information or knowledge; they will be used by English Nature and other relevant authorities to determine if a site is in favourable condition.  The standards for favourable condition have been developed and are applied throughout the UK.
Use under the Habitats Regulations

The Conservation Objectives and definitions of favourable condition for features on the SSSI may inform the scope and nature of any ‘appropriate assessment’ under the Habitats Regulations.  An appropriate assessment will also require consideration of issues specific to the individual plan or project. The habitat quality definitions do not by themselves provide a comprehensive basis on which to assess plans and projects as required under Regulations 20-21, 24, 48-50 and 54 - 85.  The scope and content of an appropriate assessment will depend upon the location, size and significance of the proposed project. English Nature will advise on a case by case basis. 

Following an appropriate assessment, competent authorities are required to ascertain the effect on the integrity of the site. The integrity of the site is defined in para C10 of PPG9 as the coherence of its ecological structure and function, across its whole area that enables it to sustain the habitat, complex of habitats and/or the levels of populations of the species for which it was classified. The determination of favourable condition is separate from the judgement of effect upon integrity. For example, there may be a time-lag between a plan or project being initiated and a consequent adverse effect upon integrity becoming manifest in the condition assessment. In such cases, a plan or project may have an adverse effect upon integrity even though the site remains in favourable condition.

The formal Conservation Objectives for European Sites under the Habitats Regulations are in accordance with para. C10 of PPG 9, the reasons for which the European Site was classified or designated. The entry on the Register of European Sites gives the reasons for which a European Site was classified or designated.

Explanatory text for Tables 2 and 3

Tables 2 and 3 set out the measures of condition which we will use to provide evidence to support our assessment of whether features are in favourable condition.  They are derived from a set of generic guidance on favourable condition prepared by EN specialists, and have been tailored by local staff to reflect the particular characteristics and site-specific circumstances of individual sites.  Quality Assurance has ensured that such site-specific tailoring remains within a nationally consistent set of standards.  The tables include an audit trail to provide a summary of the reasoning behind any site-specific targets etc.  In some cases the requirements of features or designations may conflict; the detailed basis for any reconciliation of conflicts on this site may be recorded elsewhere.

Conservation Objectives

The Conservation Objectives for this site are, subject to natural change, to maintain the following habitats and geological features in favourable condition (*), with particular reference to any dependent component special interest features (habitats, vegetation types, species, species assemblages etc.) for which the land is designated (SSSI, SAC, SPA, Ramsar) as individually listed in Table 1.

Habitat Types represented (Biodiversity Action Plan categories)

Lowland neutral grassland

Lowland acid grassland

Lowland dwarf shrub heath

Broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland

(*) or restored to favourable condition if features are judged to be unfavourable. 

Standards for favourable condition are defined with particular reference to the specific designated features listed in Table 1, and are based  on a selected set of  attributes for features which most economically define favourable condition as set out in Table 2 and Table 3:  

Table 1 Individual designated Special Interest Features

	BAP Broad Habitat type / Geological Site Type
	Specific designated features


	Explanatory description of the feature for clarification
	SSSI designated interest features
	SAC  designated interest features
	SPA bird populations dependency on specific habitats
	Ramsar criteria applicable to specific habitats

	
	
	
	
	
	Annex 1 species
	Migratory species
	Waterfowl assemblage
	1a Wetland characteristics
	2a Hosting rare  species &c
	3a 20000 waterfowl
	3c 1% of population



	Dwarf shrub heath
	H2 Calluna vulgaris – Ulex minor heathland
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lowland neutral grassland
	MG5 Cynosurus cristatus – Centaurea nigra grassland
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lowland acid grassland
	U1 Festuca ovina-Agrostis capillaris - Rumex acetosella grassland 
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Broadleaved and yew woodland
	W5 Alnus glutinosa – Carex paniculata woodland
W7 Alnus glutinosa – Fraxinus excelsior – Lysimachia nemorum woodland

W10 Quercus robur- Pteridium aquilinum – Rubus fruticosus woodland

W16 Quercus spp.- Betula spp.-Deschampsia flexuosa woodland
	
	*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


NB. 1).   Features where asterisks are in brackets (*) indicate habitats which are not notified for specific habitat interest (under the relevant designation) but because they support notified species. 2) The requirements of species (including SPA bird species) are reflected in the Conservation Objectives for habitat features on which they depend.  In some specific situations, direct population measures for species may also be used to provide supporting information to confirm habitat quality measures.

Table 2 Habitat Features - Extent Objectives

	Conservation Objective for habitat extent
	To maintain the designated habitats in favourable condition, which is defined in part in relation to a balance of habitat extent (extent attribute). Favourable condition is defined at this site in terms of the following site-specific standards:

	Extent  - Dynamic balance
	On this site favourable condition requires the maintenance of the extent of each designated habitat type. Maintenance implies restoration if evidence from condition assessment suggests a reduction in extent.


	Habitat Feature (BAP Broad Habitat level, or more detailed level if applicable)
	Estimated extent  and date of data source/estimate 
	Site Specific Target range and Measures 
	Comments

	Dwarf shrub heath
	About 28 ha
	No loss of extent.

At least 25% of the open area occupied by heath referable to NVC type H2
	

	Lowland acid grassland
	
	No loss without prior consent
Total area mapped in relation to baseline
	The acid grassland exists in an intimate and complex mosaic in the heathland community and it is practically impossible to judge the relative proportion of the H2 and U1 types of vegetation.  The key issue is that good representative examples of both community types should be widespread across the site. A general trend towards one habitat type predominating over the other should be regarded as indicating unfavourable condition.   

	Lowland neutral grassland
	About 49 ha
	No reduction in area and any consequent fragmentation without prior consent. 
Total area (ha), mapped in relation to a reference level to be determined, in period mid- May - early July, before hay cut (meadows), or mid-May - late July (pastures).
	Recoverable reduction = unfavourable; non-recoverable reduction = partially destroyed.



	Broadleaved mixed and yew woodland
	
	No loss of extent of W5, W7 or W10 type woodland. At least current area of recent semi-natural stands maintained, although their location may alter.  No loss of ancient woodland.    No reduction in the number of veteran trees.  
	A reduction in the extent of W16 woodland may be acceptable where undertaken to extend or re-create heathland or acid grassland. 


	Audit Trail

	Rationale for habitat extent attribute

(Include methods of estimation (measures) and the approximate degree of change which these are capable of detecting).

	

	Rationale for site-specific targets (including any variations from generic guidance)

	 

	Other Notes

	Nightingale, Dartford warbler and woodlark are regular visitors and may be breeding on site but are not listed as SSSI selection criteria.  However, the habitat requirements of these species are incorporated in the table below.


Table 3a Site-Specific definitions of Favourable Condition

	CONSERVATION

OBJECTIVE  FOR THIS HABITAT / GEOLOGICAL SITE-TYPE
	To maintain the dwarf shrub heathland and acid grassland habitat at this site in favourable condition, with particular reference to relevant specific designated interest features. Favourable condition is defined at this site in terms of the following site-specific standards:



	Site-specific details of any geographical variation or limitations  (where the favourable condition standards apply)

	Note that the SSSI boundary excludes areas formerly occupied by runways, hard standings and other built infrastructure associated with the former airbase (although these areas are managed together with the areas in the SSSI and are undergoing restoration through natural re-vegetation.

	Site-specific standards defining favourable condition


	Criteria feature
	Attribute 
	Measure
	Site-specific Targets
	Comments
	Use for

CA?

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Habitat extent
	Field survey and/or aerial photography, in relation to baseline map. It is particularly important to check the boundaries and edges when they are defined by trees, scrub or bracken, to avoid encroachment into the heathland. Aerial photographs may provide good means of measuring these changes in extent or position of the boundaries.
	No unconsented decline in the area of the habitat, except where a target has been set to increase the extent of other habitat features on the site at the expense of lowland heathland
	Lowland heathlands are mostly created through human management by grazing, cutting and burning.  If left to natural processes, then they lose their open character and disappear under thick scrub or secondary forest. However some fluctuations and variations from year to year are normal and acceptable.

Note that it is desirable to maintain a dynamic balance between the habitats at this site and so some fluctuation in extent within acceptable limits can be tolerated.
	Yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Vegetation structure: growth phase composition of ericaceous cover 
	Visual assessment of cover, using structured walk or transects
	Pioneer phase: 10-60%; Building/mature phase: 20-40%; Degenerate phase: <20%; 

Dead: <10%, of total ericaceous cover.
	Different growth stages are important in providing structural diversity which will support different organisms.  However, at this site it is acceptable (and desirable) for the heathland community to be skewed  towards the early growth stage as this tends to be associated with the areas of greatest species diversity.  It is acceptable for areas with different growth stages to be widely dispersed in different parts of the site. 
	 yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Bare ground 
	Visual assessment of cover, using structured walk or transects
	5-10% cover of the open heath area consists of firm, sunlit, bare ground or very short, colonising vegetation.
	Bare ground should form a patchwork with vegetation and be present mainly in south-facing slopes. Exclude rock, stone or litter. 

Tracks or paths can also be a source or bare ground for nesting invertebrates. Note also that it is desirable to have a higher proportion of bare ground in those areas of the site which support  woodlark and nightjar, particularly where this is in a mosaic with mature heath and woodland margin.
	Yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Indicators of local distinctiveness: e.g. transitions, pools or notable species 
	Visual assessment


	Patches of bare ground and very short, open vegetation frequent in the heath/grass mosaic.  
	The early successional phase of heathland/

grassland development is a very important part of the special interest at this site.  In areas with nutrient-poor, gravely soil the vegetation often includes a wide diversity of uncommon annual and ephemeral species such as Aira praecox, Vulpia bromoides, Filago minima, Gnaphalium sylvaticum, Scleranthus annuus, Saxifraga tridactylites, Moenchia erecta and Minuartia hybrida, as well as a wide range of bryophytes and lichens.  Woodlarks require a mosaic of short (<5 cm) to medium (10-20 cm) ground vegetation,  small clumps of shrubs & trees and frequent bare patches.  Important prey items include spiders, weevils and caterpillars.
	 yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Vegetation composition: dwarf shrubs 
	Visual assessment of cover, using structured walk or transects
	At least 3 species of dwarf shrubs (ie Calluna vulgaris, Erica cinerea, Ulex minor) present and at least 2 frequent.
	These are characteristic components of H2 type heathland.
	Yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Vegetation structure:  cover of dwarf shrubs 
	Visual assessment of cover, using structured walk or transects and aerial photographs, maps. 
	Dwarf shrub cover 25-90% over whole feature.
	
	Yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Vegetation structure:  cover of Ulex spp.
	Visual assessment of cover, using structured walk or transects and aerial photographs, maps.
	Total Ulex spp. cover <20%, with Ulex europaeus <10% over heath/grass mosaic as a whole.
	Gorse species support a rich invertebrate and vertebrate fauna. However, they can affect the soil characteristics and may have damaging impacts.
	Yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Vegetation composition: grasses and sedges 
	Record presence, using structured walk or transects
	At least 1 species at least frequent and 2 species at least occasional throughout the heathland community; but Deschampsia flexuosa no more than occasional and <25% cover overall in the heath/grass mosaic.
	It is desirable that grasses and sedges continue to be a prominent component of the heath/grass mosaic.  But a trend of decreasing cover of ericaceous species and increasing dominance by grasses may indicate excessive grazing, nutrient enrichment, or too frequent cutting and should be interpreted as indicating unfavourable condition.
	Yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Vegetation composition: desirable forbs 
	Record presence, using structured walk or transects
	At least 2 species at least occasional throughout the heath/grass mosaic:

Galium saxatile,  Hypochaeris radicata, Lotus corniculatus, Plantago lanceolata,  Polygala serpyllifolia, Potentilla erecta, Rumex acetosella and Viola riviniana.
	These are characteristic species of H2 heathland.
	 yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Negative indicators: Exotic shrubs and tall herbs
	Visual assessment of cover, using structured walk or transects
	<1% cover of exotic species (eg  Rhododendron ponticum, Gaultheria shallon, Fallopia japonica).
	Exotic invasive species should be eradicated if possible.
	Yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Negative indicators: Bracken cover 
	Visual assessment of cover, using structured walk or transects
	<10% cover of bracken (where present as a dense canopy) in the heath/grass mosaic.
	Bracken can be beneficial for a range of invertebrates and may provide cover for reptiles; it should only be considered an indicator of unfavourable condition if exceeding the target.
	Yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Negative indicators: “weeds”
	Visual assessment of cover, using structured walk or transects
	< 5 % cover of ragwort, nettle, thistles, Digitalis purpurea,  Chamerion angustifolium, Rumex obtusifolius as scattered plants or as patches in the heath/grass mosaic.
	Species in this list may be beneficial for a range of invertebrates and only become indicators of negative quality if exceeding the target.
	Yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Negative indicators: Species
	Visual assessment of cover, using structured walk or transects
	< 15% tree & scrub cover overall (excluding Ulex spp.) in the heath/grass mosaic. 
	
	Yes

	Lowland dry heathland H2 & lowland acid grassland U1
	Negative indicators: signs of disturbance
	Visual assessment of cover, using structured walk or transects
	<1% of habitat heavily eroded, burnt or disturbed.
	Clear indications of damage or disturbance in areas of established heath may be considered significant damage but discretion is required as limited disturbance to re-establish the early successional phase may be desirable.
	Yes


	Audit Trail

	Rationale for limiting standards to specified parts of the site

	

	Rationale for site-specific targets (including any variations from generic guidance)

	This is an unusual site in that the habitats within the perimeter of the former airbase are all of relatively recent origin (although heathland was present prior to the establishment of the airbase) and the vegetation was managed intensively.  This management history has given rise to a mosaic of associated habitats and a very high diversity of plants, many of which are associated with low levels of competition and the early phase of succession.  Some of the plants present in the heath may be associated with lime-rich soil conditions derived from the runways; now that these have been removed this aspect of the flora may diminish over time.

	Rationale for selection of measures of condition (features and attributes for use in condition assessment)

(The selected vegetation attributes are those considered to most economically define favourable condition at this site for the broad habitat type and any dependent designated species).

	

	Other Notes

	


Table 3 Site-Specific definitions of Favourable Condition

	CONSERVATION

OBJECTIVE  FOR THIS HABITAT / GEOLOGICAL SITE-TYPE
	To maintain the lowland neutral grassland habitat at this site in favourable condition, with particular reference to relevant specific designated interest features. Favourable condition is defined at this site in terms of the following site-specific standards:



	Site-specific details of any geographical variation or limitations  (where the favourable condition standards apply)

	Note that the SSSI boundary excludes areas formerly occupied by runways, hard standings and other built infrastructure associated with the former airbase (although these areas are managed together with the areas in the SSSI and are undergoing restoration through natural re-vegetation.

	Site-specific standards defining favourable condition


	Criteria feature
	Attribute 
	Measure
	Site-specific Targets
	Comments
	Use for

CA?

	Lowland neutral grassland (MG5)
	Extent
	Total area (ha), mapped in relation to baseline in May - early July 
	No reduction in area of species-rich grassland without prior consent
	Recoverable reduction = unfavourable; non-recoverable reduction = partially destroyed. 
	yes

	Lowland neutral grassland (MG5)
	Sward composition: grass/herb ratio
	Proportion of non-Graminae (“herbs”),  in mid- May - early July, before hay cut 
	40-90% herbs
	Low proportion outside target indicates eutrophication, usually from fertilisers, or insufficient removal of biomass, leading to dominance by grasses.
	yes

	Lowland neutral grassland (MG5)
	Sward composition:  positive indicators 
	Frequency of positive indicators in mid May -early July, before hay cut:
Centaurea nigra,  Galium verum, Lathyrus pratensis, Leucanthemum vulgare, Lotus corniculatus,, Primula veris, Rhinanthus minor, Sanguisorba officinalis, Silaum silaus, Succisa pratensis.
	At least two species/taxa frequent plus at least four species/taxa occasional throughout the sward.


	
	yes

	Lowland neutral grassland (MG5)
	Sward structure: average height
	Sward height in summer.  
	5-10 cm.
	If outside target grazing levels or timing may need review, or there may be excessive rabbit numbers.
	yes

	Lowland neutral grassland (MG5)
	Sward composition:  negative indicators
	Frequency and cover of negative indicators in mid May -early July.

Anthriscus sylvestris, Cirsium arvense, Cirsium vulgare, Galium aparine, Plantago major, Rumex crispus, Rumex obtusifolius, Senecio jacobaea,Urtica dioica.
	No species more than occasional throughout the sward or singly or together more than 5% cover
	Invasive species chosen to indicate problems of eutrophication and disturbance from various sources when outside target eg poaching, stock feeding.
	yes

	Lowland neutral grassland (MG5)
	Sward structure: litter
	Cover of litter where in a more or less continuous layer, distributed either in patches or in one larger area in late May -early July, before hay cut. 
	Total extent no more than 10% of the sward
	Outside target indicates biomass removal is insufficient eg not cut for hay or insufficient grazing. 
	yes

	Lowland neutral grassland (MG5)
	Sward structure: bare ground 
	Extent of bare ground (not rock) distributed through the sward, visible without disturbing the vegetation in late May -early July, before hay cut. 
	No more than 5%
	Outside target indicates problems with stock management eg poaching, supplementary feeding. 
	yes

	Lowland neutral grassland (MG5)
	Sward composition:  negative indicators
	Frequency and cover of all tree and scrub species, considered together. 
	No more than 1% cover.
	Invasive species outside target shows that habitat is not being managed sufficiently eg not cut for hay each year or inadequately grazed
	yes


	Audit Trail

	Rationale for limiting standards to specified parts of the site

	

	Rationale for site-specific targets (including any variations from generic guidance)

	This is an unusual site in that the habitats within the perimeter of the former airbase are all of relatively recent origin (although heathland was present prior to the establishment of the airbase) and the vegetation was managed intensively.  This management history has given rise to a mosaic of associated habitats and a very high diversity of plants, many of which are associated with low levels of competition and the early phase of succession.  Some of the plants present in the heath may be associated with lime-rich soil conditions derived from the runways; now that these have been removed this aspect of the flora may diminish over time.

	Rationale for selection of measures of condition (features and attributes for use in condition assessment)

(The selected vegetation attributes are those considered to most economically define favourable condition at this site for the broad habitat type and any dependent designated species).

	

	Other Notes

	


Table 3 Site-Specific definitions of Favourable Condition

	CONSERVATION

OBJECTIVE  FOR THIS HABITAT / GEOLOGICAL SITE-TYPE
	To maintain the lowland broadleaved woodland habitat at this site in favourable condition, with particular reference to relevant specific designated interest features. Favourable condition is defined at this site in terms of the following site-specific standards:



	Site-specific details of any geographical variation or limitations  (where the favourable condition standards apply)

	Note that the SSSI boundary excludes areas formerly occupied by runways, hard standings and other built infrastructure associated with the former airbase (although these areas are managed together with the areas in the SSSI and are undergoing restoration through natural re-vegetation.

	Site-specific standards defining favourable condition


	Criteria feature
	Attribute 
	Measure
	Site-specific Targets
	Comments
	Use for

CA?

	Broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland

W (6) 7
	Area


	Field survey and/or aerial photography, in relation to baseline map.  
	No loss of ancient semi-natural stands.  At least current area of recent semi-natural stands maintained, although their location may alter.  No loss of ancient woodland.    

No reduction in the number of veteran trees.  
	Stand loss due to natural processes e.g. in minimum intervention stands may be acceptable.  Stand destruction may occur if the understorey and ground flora are irretrievably damaged even if the canopy remains intact.  As a guideline, loss can be defined as at least 0.5 ha or 0.5% of the stand area, whichever is the smaller.  

Targets for extent may be modified where a target has been set to increase the extent of other habitat features on the site at the expense of woodland
	Yes

	Broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland

W (6) 7
	Structure and Natural processes 
	Assess by field survey using structured walk and/or transects.
	Understorey (2-5m) present over at least 20% of total stand area.

Canopy cover present over 30-90 % of stand.

At least three age classes spread across the average life expectancy of the commonest trees.  Some areas of relatively undisturbed mature/old growth stands or a scatter of large trees allowed to grow to over-maturity/death on site (e.g. a minimum of 10% of the woodland or 5-10 trees per ha).  A minimum of 3 fallen lying trees >20 cm diameter per ha and 4 trees per ha allowed to die standing.
	Different woodland types will differ in their expected cover in different layers e.g. in beech or oak woods the shrub layer is often sparse.  This should be reflected in the tailoring of these targets to particular sites.  In coppiced stands a lower canopy cover (of standards) can be accepted. More detailed targets for deadwood may be appropriate where this is an important element of the woodland. Note however that assessment of dead wood targets may be difficult to carry out and caution should be exercised in judging condition for this element. 
	Yes

	Broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland

W (6) 7
	Composition
	Assess by field survey using structured walk and/or transects.
	At least 95% of cover in any one layer of site-native or acceptable naturalised species.  Minimum levels of particular native tree/shrub species 

Death, destruction or replacement of native woodland species through effects of introduced fauna or other external unnatural factors not more than 10% by number or area in a five year period.
	In sites where there might be uncertainty as to what counts as site-native or as acceptable naturalised species this must be made clear (e.g. the position of sycamore). 

Where cover in any one layer is less than 100% then the 95% target applies to the area actually covered by that layer. 

 Factors leading to the death or replacement of woodland species could include pollution or new diseases.  

Damage to species by non-native species that does not lead to their death is not necessarily unacceptable.  Excessive browsing/grazing, even by native ungulates, may be undesirable if it causes shifts in the composition/ structure of the stand.
	Yes

	Broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland

W (6) 7
	Quality indicators
	Assess by field survey using structured walk and/or transects, or as appropriate to feature.
	80% of ground flora cover referable to relevant NVC community  Target(s) also to be set to maintain distinctive elements at current extent/levels and/or in current locations, e.g. to maintain important microhabitats (other than dead wood), patches of associated habitats, transitions between habitats, or existing populations of locally notable species (other than trees/shrubs). 

For W6 Specific plants present include: 

Polystichum aculeatum, Convallaria majalis, Polygonatum multiflorum and Cardamine amara.
	This attribute is intended to cover any site-specific aspects of this habitat feature (forming part of the reason for notification) which are not covered adequately by the previous attributes, or by separate guidance (e.g. notified species features).   For notable species it is not intended to set a target for detailed species monitoring, rather to provide a rapid indication of presence/ absence and/or approximate extent, allowing for natural fluctuations in population size.  Distinctive elements and patches should be marked on maps for ease of checking in the field where possible.
	Yes

	Broadleaved, mixed and yew woodland

W (6) 7
	Regeneration potential
	Assess by field survey using structured walk and/or transects.
	Signs of seedlings growing through to saplings to young trees at sufficient density to maintain canopy density over a 10 yr period (or equivalent regrowth from coppice stumps).  No more than 20% of areas regenerated by planting.  All planting material of locally native stock. No planting in sites where it has not occurred in the last 15 years.
	A proportion of gaps at any one time may develop into permanent open space; equally some current permanent open space/glades may in time regenerate to closed canopy.  

Regeneration may often occur on the edges of woods rather than in gaps within it.  In coppice most of the regeneration will be as stump regrowth.


	Yes


	Audit Trail

	Rationale for limiting standards to specified parts of the site

	

	Rationale for site-specific targets (including any variations from generic guidance)

	This is an unusual site in that the habitats within the perimeter of the former airbase are all of relatively recent origin (although heathland was present prior to the establishment of the airbase) and the vegetation was managed intensively.  This management history has given rise to a mosaic of associated habitats and a very high diversity of plants, many of which are associated with low levels of competition and the early phase of succession.  Some of the plants present in the heath may be associated with lime-rich soil conditions derived from the runways; now that these have been removed this aspect of the flora may diminish over time.

	Rationale for selection of measures of condition (features and attributes for use in condition assessment)

(The selected vegetation attributes are those considered to most economically define favourable condition at this site for the broad habitat type and any dependent designated species).

	

	Other Notes
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